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The number of individuals with chronic illnesses continues to�increase. The Centers for Disease Control reports that about 1 in 10 Americans face major limitations when it comes to day-to-day living because of chronic conditions. 


 A June Journal of the American Medical Association article on “The Increase of Childhood Chronic Conditions in the United States” by Harvard University researchers Perrin, Bloom and �Gortmaker, cites a number of sobering statistics about the prevalence of�chronic illnesses among children and adolescents: Among them, that the�proportion who face activity limitations for long-term health reasons has increased from 1.8 % in 1960 to more than 7 % in 2004.


Chronic illness can include a whole range of conditions, �including cancer, chronic fatigue syndrome, diabetes, epilepsy, heart�disease, fibromyalgia, lupus, rheumatoid arthritis, and chron’s disease.  


For students with chronic illness, college can be an unbelievable challenge—especially when they experience medical flare-ups.  The academic accommodation that is most often helpful during flare-ups  is flexibility--flexibility in class attendance, assignment due dates, and in making up exams.  Unfortunately, the amount of flexibility given varies college to college, office of disability services to office of disability services, and professor to professor.  


One interesting and recent development is DePaul University’s (Illinois) School for New Learning, a school focused almost exclusively on adult students but�also home to the unique Chronic Illness Initiative, a supportive, flexible�program for the growing cohort of college students (of any age) facing�chronic health conditions.


About 200 students are enrolled through the Chronic Illness Initiative, a four-year-old program that has doubled its size in the past academic year.


DePaul’s Chronic Illness�Initiative also offers a “Buddy” program that pairs old-timers in the�program with newbies, and a discussion board.


Hopefully DePaul’s initiative will become a model program for other institutions of higher education in accommodating students with chronic illness. 


From Insider Higher Ed, November 8, 2007
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Swarthmore Settles with Justice Department,                                   Vowing to Make Campus More Accessible


Swarthmore College will make its campus more accessible to people with disabilities, under a settlement with the Justice Department. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.philly.com/inquirer/education/20071121_College_vows_to_remove_barriers.html" �The Philadelphia Inquirer� reports that the department had found that such facilities as restrooms, signs, doors, and interior and exterior pathways were inaccessible to the disabled. 


Swarthmore will have to update its facilities within six years and will submit an accessibility plan to the department by the end of 2008. Upgrades the college will perform include making 3% of student dormitories accessible and providing “assistive listening” systems in lecture halls.


Accessibility issues have come under scrutiny at other colleges and universities recently. The Justice Department made similar settlements last year with the � HYPERLINK "http://chronicle.com/news/article/727/settlement-suggests-wide-scrutiny-of-colleges-compliance-with-disabilities-law" �University of Chicago� and � HYPERLINK "http://chronicle.com/news/article/?id=804" �Colorado College.� And the Education Department has criticized the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor for the � HYPERLINK "http://chronicle.com/weekly/v54/i11/11a03401.htm" �lack of wheelchair accessibility to its stadium.� The Justice Department announced on Tuesday that it was � HYPERLINK "http://chronicle.com/news/article/3474/feds-join-disabled-veterans-lawsuit-against-michigan" �joining a lawsuit� over that dispute. —Scott Carlson


From the Chronicle of Higher Education, November 21, 2007























Blogs, Blogs, and More Blogs





Check these out!  Admissions staff and students give you an inside look into college.  





Admission Staff Blogs�


Bryant College - 	� HYPERLINK "http://admission.bryant.edu/admissions/counselorblog.asp" \t "_blank" �http://admission.bryant.edu/admissions/counselorblog.asp��George Mason - 	� HYPERLINK "http://wordpress.com/tag/george-mason-university/" \t "_blank" �http://wordpress.com/tag/george-mason-university/��Northeastern -		 � HYPERLINK "http://nuadmissions.typepad.com/ronne/" \t "_blank" �http://nuadmissions.typepad.com/ronne/��Penn State -		 � HYPERLINK "http://engage.shc.psu.edu/" \t "_blank" �http://engage.shc.psu.edu/� �Providence College - 	� HYPERLINK "http://blogs.targetx.com/providence/ScottSeseske/" \t "_blank" �http://blogs.targetx.com/providence/ScottSeseske/��Santa Clara U. - 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.scu.edu/ugrad/blog/" \t "_blank" �http://www.scu.edu/ugrad/blog/� �SUNY Stony Brook - 	� HYPERLINK "http://sbuchris.blogspot.com/" \t "_blank" �http://sbuchris.blogspot.com� �U. of Vermont - 	� HYPERLINK "http://adms.blog.uvm.edu/" \t "_blank" �http://adms.blog.uvm.edu/��Wabash -		� HYPERLINK "http://www2.wabash.edu/blog/admissions/" \t "_blank" �http://www2.wabash.edu/blog/admissions/�� �Student Blogs��Beloit - 		� HYPERLINK "http://www.beloit.edu/~admiss/contact/blogs.php" \t "_blank" �http://www.beloit.edu/~admiss/contact/blogs.php��Bryant -		 � HYPERLINK "http://admission.bryant.edu/admissions/studentblogs.asp" \t "_blank" �http://admission.bryant.edu/admissions/studentblogs.asp��Carleton - 		� HYPERLINK "http://admissions.carleton.ca/blogs/" \t "_blank" �http://admissions.carleton.ca/blogs/��Creighton -		 � HYPERLINK "https://admissions.creighton.edu/tabid/340/Default.aspx" \t "_blank" �https://admissions.creighton.edu/tabid/340/Default.aspx��LaSalle -		 � HYPERLINK "http://blogs.chatuniversity.com/lasalle/" \t "_blank" �http://blogs.chatuniversity.com/lasalle/��Ohio State - 		� HYPERLINK "http://undergrad.osu.edu/buckeyesblog/" \t "_blank" �http://undergrad.osu.edu/buckeyesblog/��Penn State - 		� HYPERLINK "http://engage.shc.psu.edu/students/" \t "_blank" �http://engage.shc.psu.edu/students/��SUNY Buffalo - 	� HYPERLINK "http://blogs.admissions.buffalo.edu/" \t "_blank" �http://blogs.admissions.buffalo.edu/���







































































Bookshare.org





Bookshare.org provides assistive technology to students with disabilities.  Students of any age, in K-12 and beyond, are eligible to have accessible electronic books and the software for reading those books.  This service is likely most helpful for students with learning disabilities and/or visual disabilities.  


As of October 1, 2007, Bookshare.org is no longer charging U.S. schools and students fees to join. Over the next five years, Bookshare.org expects to add over 100,000 new educational titles in high quality DAISY and Braille formats and deliver millions of books for free to students with qualifying disabilities. 


                                                                               /                                                                                 














The fall has been busy!  On Oct. 13th Christina presented a workshop for the Hastings-On-Hudson (lower Westchester) School District.   The day was sponsored by the SEPTA, PTA, and Guidance Dept.  There were over 100 attendees present! 


Following the success of The Center for Learning Differences (www.centerforlearningdifferences.org) 2006 Conference, Christina was invited back to discuss the process of transition to college for LD students. The day’s events were held in Syosset at the F.E.G.S building.  Representatives from colleges and universities known for their LD support programs also participated.


Christina recently offered workshops on the  Transition to Post-Secondary Education for  the following districts:  Rye (11/15), Hampton Bays (11/29), and Plainview (12/11/07).  


In addition, she visited SUNY Purchase and Manhattanville College where she met with key admissions and disability services personnel.  





Upcoming Workshops:		


January 10:  	Comsequogue SEPTA              January 22: 	 Uniondale SEPTA                 February 7:  	Center Moriches SEPTA            February 11:  	Middle Country SEPTA         February 26:  	Int. Dyslexia Association March 26: 	 Longwood SEPTA                     April 17:  	Three Village SEPTA                                 April 30:  	East Islip SEPTA                                TBA:  		Wantagh SEPTA                                               





To invite Christina to speak at your next SEPTA meeting, college fair, or superintendent’s conference day please call (631) 244-5727 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�.





CCB Educational Consulting Corp.


works 1-1 


with students and their families to:








Evaluate current disability documentation to plan for college and SAT/ACT  accommodations





Create a portfolio of colleges that meet a student’s needs





Secure accommodations for use in college





Provide self-advocacy training to help students use their college accommodations





And more…





(631) 244-5727


� HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�
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Christina Quoted in


The Long Island Press


Christina was quoted in the September 22, 2007 issue of the Long Island Press regarding transition to post-secondary education for students with disabilities.  


The article, entitled “Our Children’s Brains Part XI:  A Guide to Special Education”, can be accessed at Longislandpress.com.





The support the Long Island Press has given to special education is outstanding.  Over the past two years, the newspaper has highlighted different aspects of children’s brains ranging from Auditory Processing Disorder to Autism to Tourette’s Syndrome.  Keep up the good work! 






































SAVE THE TEST DATES!


SAT	


January 26, 2008 (Register by 12/26)


March 1, 2008 (Register by 1/29)


May 3, 2008   (Register by 4/1)


June 7, 2008


(Register by 5/6)





ACT


April 12, 2008 (Register by 3/7)


June 14, 2008      (Register by 5/9)


GO TO:  


LIDYSLEXIA.ORG


TO FIND OUT ABOUT LOCAL EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS!
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