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A hope for the future……





Colleges and universities will one day have foreign language classes designed specifically for students with learning disabilities.  Many experts say that students, regardless of the learning disability, have the ability to learn a language, but it is all in the way it is taught.  Disability Services providers agree that by applying the theory of Universal Design, LD students can be successful. 



















































































If you are a student, or parent of a student, whose IEP includes the Exemption from Foreign Language  accommodation there are many things to consider when choosing a college.  


Did you know that most colleges who have a foreign language requirement do not allow students to be waived of this requirement, regardless of disability?  Though these colleges may not allow a waiver they may allow a student to substitute a determined number of semesters of another course (for example American Sign Language or a cultural course) for the foreign language requirement.  


Still others, will not allow any waiver or substitution and the student must take and pass foreign language courses to obtain a graduation degree.  


Also note, if a college does allow a substitution, it is likely not guaranteed that the student will be granted a substitution.  First there may be a “substitution application process” where the student’s documentation is submitted and reviewed by a panel of administrators.  A student may even have to show a “good faith effort” (taking one semester of a language with accommodations and tutoring) before a  final decision is made.  


Therefore it is essential to ask questions regarding foreign language requirements before a student applies to a particular college.  Be sure to direct these questions to the Office of Disability Services on campus, not only to the Admissions Office.  	













































































The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law that protects the privacy interests of students by preventing institutions from sharing personally identifiable information from students’ records with individuals who do not have a legitimate educational interest.


On the college campus, questions about FERPA can arise when it comes to students with disabilities seeking accommodations and the faculty members required to make those accommodations.  For example, in 2002, a University of Denver student complained that a professor improperly disclosed information about his learning disability and accommodations in an e-mail to third parties.


FERPA also comes into play when a parent requests educational information from university personnel regarding their child.  Without written consent from the student, FERPA may prevent university personnel from sharing detailed information with parents regarding, for example, student grades or disciplinary records even if the parents are the ones paying the tuition bill.  Once a student reaches the age of 18, or attends a postsecondary institution, FERPA applies.


The rules of FERPA are especially important for parents of students with disabilities to be aware of.  Most parents are used to advocating on behalf of their child for special education accommodations at the K-12 level.  When the student goes on to college self-advocacy is now their responsibility according to the law.  A well intentioned parent, trying to advocate and check on the progress of their child in college, will often be turned away due in part to the rules of FERPA.                      Source:  Disability Compliance for Higher Education, July 2006. 














Early Action:  An early action program has earlier deadlines and earlier notification dates than the regular admissions process.  This is not a binding contract.


Early Admission:  Procedure used by colleges which allows gifted high-school juniors to skip their senior year and enroll instead in college.  


Early Decision:  Some colleges offer the option of early decision.  Students withdraw other applications and attend the college to which they applied early decision.  This is a binding contract.  





Open Admissions: Students are admitted regardless of academic qualifications. The school may require an additional probationary period during which time the student must maintain the grades needed to ensure continued enrollment.


Rolling Admissions: Students' applications are considered when credentials have been submitted. There is no deadline but there may be limited housing. 













































































                                                                                     Upcoming Events





The International Dyslexia Association presents the Suffolk County Branch’s Annual Conference.  The day will feature workshops covering various Learning Disabilities across the age span.


When:  			March 24, 2007 				      Where: 			 Harborfields High School, Greenlawn, NY   	                          For more information:		(631) 261-7441 and www.lidyslexia.org





The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America, Long Island Chapter presents a one day workshop entitled “IBD & Me.” 


When:				January 21, 2007                                                                                    Where: 			Huntington Hilton, Route 110, Melville, NY                                      Time:  				9:00 AM-1:00 PM                                                                              For more information:		(516) 222-5530  www.ccfa.org/chapters/longisland/                                                                                 

















Christina has recently become a member of the Western Suffolk Counselor’s Association.  


On October 28th she presented “Self-Advocacy in College” for the successful conference sponsored by the Center for Learning Differences.  The conference was held in NYC.


Over the past few weeks Christina has offered workshops on the Transition to Post-Secondary Education for Eastern Suffolk BOCES as well as the parents and students of the Farmingdale and North Shore School Districts.  Upcoming workshops are scheduled for the Jericho (12/19), West Islip (1/8), Middle Country (2/12), and Islip (3/8) SEPTAs.  


She has recently toured the campuses and met with key admissions and disability services personnel at SUNY Farmingdale, Molloy, Iona, Concordia, and Sarah Lawrence Colleges.  


To invite Christina to speak at your next SEPTA meeting or college fair please call (631) 244-5727 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�.





CCB Educational Consulting Corp. 


works 1-1 with students and their families to:








Evaluate current disability documentation to plan for college and SAT/ACT  accommodations





Create a portfolio of colleges that meet a student’s needs





Secure accommodations for use in college





Provide self-advocacy training to help students use their college accommodations





And more…





(631) 244-5727


� HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�





                    




















Useful Links





http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/transition.html


The U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights offers information regarding the rights and responsibilities of students with disabilities  who are preparing for post-secondary education.


http://www.washington.edu/doit/


The DO-IT project is sponsored by the University of Washington.  This site provides excellent links for students preparing to transition to college. 
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SAVE THE TEST DATES! 





SAT	


January 27, 2007    (Register by 12/26)


March 10, 2007


(Register by 2/2)





May 5, 2007


(Register by 4/3)





June 2, 2007


(Register by 4/27)














ACT


February 10, 2007 (Register by 1/5)


April 14, 2007      (Register by 3/9)


June 9, 2007        (Register by 5/4)

























































































