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Before heading off to college be sure to familiarize yourself with assistive technology software.  Assistive technologies are tools or devices aimed at making your life as a student easier!  They come in many different shapes and sizes to meet the need of the disability.  


Many students, diagnosed with ADD or ADHD, have had success using  INSPIRATION software.   This software allows you to visualize ideas by creating diagrams that instantly transform into an outline.  INSPIRATION  is also an excellent way to organize information.  Download a free trial at www.inspiration.com








Today, more than ever, students are showing up on campus having been prescribed drugs for various disorders including AD/HD.  Students with legitimate attention disorders and the parents of these students need to be aware of a new  pattern of abuse that has emerged on college campuses across the country.  





ADD/ADHD medication is a stimulant and so has appeal to those without attention disorders who want to improve their ability to study.  They take the medication illegally to stay awake and focused.  


Students without attention disorders are getting a hold of these medications in various ways:





1.  They steal from those with prescriptions (often times an unsuspecting roommate); 2.  They ask friends with legitimate prescriptions to share their pills; 3.  They buy medication from those with prescriptions;           4.  They con a doctor into giving them a prescription 


by feigning ADD/ADHD symptoms. 





“At least 50% of students knew someone who gave away or sold prescription medication in 2002” according to federal drug authorities. 





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.nysut.org/newyorkteacher/images-photos/030617prescriptiondrugs.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Reference:                                 


Disability Compliance for Higher Education, Volume 10, Issue 12














BALANCE.  PRODUCTIVITY. INITIATIVE.   





College admissions counselors want to see these factors reflected in the way college- bound students spend their summers (and their school years!).  





In choosing activities to get involved in follow your interests, talents, and passions.  It’s not about spending a lot of money on expensive programs.  Rather, do something that makes you the person you are—choosing summer activities based on your interests, not on what you think might impress an admissions officer who you haven’t met at a college you haven’t even applied to yet.  





Beverly Henry Wheeler, a Texas-based recruiter for the University of Tulsa and president of the National Association for College Admissions Counseling (NACAC), said colleges want to 
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see how students’ activities shape them.  “Don’t just do it to pad your resume,” she said. “We don’t want just a mission trip. We want to know how it changed you.  What weaknesses did you find? And how can we, as a university, help you?”


Lee Stetson, dean of admissions at the University of Pennsylvania, advises students not to strive to achieve busyness for the sake of busyness. “This is a delicate balance,” Stetson said. “Sitting in a hammock reading a good book is also important.” 


Mark Scheid, of Rice University’s admissions says, “We look for initiative.”  For example, if you are passionate about soccer start a youth soccer league.  


In addition to students’ summer and school year activities, admissions officers continue to focus on grades in college prep classes, standardized test scores, grade point averages, class ranks and application essays, according to NACAC.  








Reference: 


“Students Focus on Summer Programs to Enhance College Applications,” AACRAO Transcript, DC,  June 7, 2006 by Heather Zimar, &          “Selecting Summer Programs,” by Jennifer Gross

















                             








Upcoming Events


The Center for Learning Differences presents “Life After High School Transition Conference”  for families and professionals dealing with children who learn differently.  


October 28, 2006


Claremont Preparatory School, 41 Broad St., NYC


For more information: (516) 773-4737


www.centerforlearning differences.org





In the News:





University of Delaware drops early decision process


William and Hobart college no longer requires the SATs/ACTs


National Public Radio highlights Autism Spectrum Disorders in a recent show.  You can listen at:


      http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5285721





Possible risks of ADHD drugs prompt new study.


The FDA said it had received reports of “serious adverse events”—including deaths—in association with the use of the drugs.  Canadian officials had yanked the ADHD drug ADDerall XR from the market for six months last year in response to serious side effects.  Making students aware of possible risks could decrease the illegal use of ADHD drugs as a concentration tool.  














In recent weeks Christina has traveled to various Long Island school districts including Garden City, Locust Valley, and Connetquot, giving workshops on the Transition to Post-Secondary Education for students with IEPs and 504 Plans.  


Christina recently met with Disability Services and Admissions personnel at Tulane University in Louisiana as well as several Long Island colleges including Stonybrook University, C.W. Post and Dowling College.  


If you would like Christina to present at your district’s College Fair or SEPTA meeting please contact her at (631) 244-5727 or  � HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�.  Her fall calendar is booking up fast! 


 


CCB Educational Consulting Corp.


works 1-1 with students and their families to:








Evaluate current disability documentation to plan for college and SAT accommodations





Create a portfolio of colleges that meet a student’s needs





Secure accommodations for use in college





Provide self-advocacy training to help students use their college accommodations





And more…





(631) 244-5727


� HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�





                    




















Useful Links





To request SAT testing accommodations: � HYPERLINK "http://www.collegeboard.com/ssd/student/index.html" ��www.collegeboard.com/ssd/student/index.html�





For paid internships for students with disabilities:


ENTRY POINT --   � HYPERLINK "javascript:ol('http://www.entrypoint.org');" �http://www.entrypoint.org�








Scholarships for students with disabilities:


� HYPERLINK "javascript:ol('http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/ld.phtml');" �http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/ld.phtml�





� HYPERLINK "javascript:ol('http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/disabled.phtml');" �http://www.finaid.org/otheraid/disabled.phtml�





� HYPERLINK "javascript:ol('http://www.parentsinc.org/finaid/finaid.html');" �http://www.parentsinc.org/finaid/finaid.html�


� HYPERLINK "javascript:ol('http://www.washington.edu/doit/Brochures/Academics/financial-aid.html');" �http://www.washington.edu/doit/Brochures/Academics/financial-aid.html� 









































SAVE THE TEST DATES! 





SAT	


October 14, 2006    (Register by 9/12)





November 4, 2006         (Register by 9/29)








December 2, 2006     (Register by 11/1)














ACT


October 28, 2006     (Register by 9/22)





December 9, 2006       (Register by 11/3)



















































































