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In a survey of 374 top colleges and universities conducted by Kaplan, the test-preparation company, 58% said they would use the new SAT essay to evaluate whether students had received outside help on their application essays in cases where there appeared to be discrepancies in the applicants' writing levels. Thirteen percent said they would compare the essays for all applicants.             


Dan Saracino, the assistant provost at the University of Notre Dame, said that he has gone online to look at the writing samples.  "I did compare the online written essay and the personal essay, and you can see the connection, and you can see when it's a forced style that's been taught by a tutor," Saracino said.     


At Notre Dame, not every applicant's SAT essay will be reviewed, but the test may well be downloaded when there are questions about writing ability, Saracino said.                 


Mabel Freeman, Ohio State's assistant vice president of undergraduate admissions, said, "None of us is likely to pledge our total allegiance until we know how it will work." In her very diverse university, they are requiring the writing score and trying to look closely at how it should be used. 


Reference:


The San Diego Union-Tribune, Colleges use SAT Essay as Applicants' Truth Test, Kate Stone Lombardi, November 2, 2005; collegeboard.com








Does your son or daughter currently receive accommodations in high school?  Would they like to request the same  accommodations for their upcoming SAT exam?  If so, it is important to know that applying for accommodations for the SAT is a separate process from registering for the actual test.  The request should be sent by your local district a year prior to when your son or daughter plans on taking the SAT.  Request an application from your Guidance Counselor; fill out part I with your child.  Your child will then work with his or her Special Education teacher to complete parts II and III before the request is sent to the College Board.


Be sure to check the College Board’s website for information regarding accommodation eligibility and necessary disability documentation.  Also work with your school’s SSD Coordinator in the event that your request for accommodations is not initially accepted.  If the College Board approves your request, these accommodations can also be used for Advanced Placement Tests (AP) and the PSAT.                                        


Please refer to:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.collegeboard.com/ssd/student/index.html" ��www.collegeboard.com/ssd/student/index.html�
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SAT	


April 1, 2006     (Register by 2/24)


May 6, 2006         (Register by 4/3)





SAT


June 3, 2006     (Register by 4/28)








ACT


April 8, 2006     (Register by 3/3)


June 10, 2006       (Register by 5/5)








Dyslexia is a learning disability of neurological origins that causes reading, spelling, writing and math problems even though students with the condition usually have average (or above average) intelligence.  In addition, students with dyslexia often have short-term memory problems as well as problems organizing material and sequencing letters and numbers.                   


The courts and the Office for Civil Rights have long recognized that qualified students with dyslexia are entitled to reasonable accommodations and auxiliary aids.


Reference:                 Disability Compliance for Higher Education, Volume 11, Issue 5


FAMOUS DYSLEXICS        


Patrick Dempsey       Magic Johnson�Tom Cruise�Charles Schwab�Thomas Edison�Whoopi Goldberg�Jay Leno�Albert Einstein�Cher�Mohammed Ali�Robin Williams�Harrison Ford�Sylvester Stallone








     In a new experiment, Duke University in North Carolina gave iPods to each of their incoming freshmen.  


     In addition to being pre-loaded with Duke specific information (for example, the academic calendar), students can access “faculty-provided course content, including     language lessons, music, recorded lectures, and audio books.”


     Not only do iPods allow students to download class notes and lectures and to read them anytime, anywhere, but  they certainly provide a valuable tool for students with learning disabilities or ADHD.  For those who may struggle with organizational skills or who need the accommodation of copies of class notes, an iPod-- chock full of class information in an accessible format--may be music to your ears!          “This iPod pilot program is an exciting new component of Duke's strategic plan, which seeks to use information technology in innovative ways within the classroom and across the campus," said Provost Peter Lange, the university's senior academic officer.”


     


Reference:


Duke Seeds Campus with IPods, Jonny Evans, July 20, 2005, PC world














The International Dyslexia Association Suffolk Branch’s Annual Conference    


-Saturday, April 8th, 2006 -Seaford High School       -Call (631) 261-7441 for more information


The conference will feature workshops covering all Learning Disabilities as well as special keynote speaker Susan Berland, Huntington Town Councilwoman, who will present her inspirational journey, My Life as a Dyslexic.








The 3rd Annual Long Island Autism Fair and Conference





-Saturday and Sunday, 


April 1st and 2nd, 2006





-8:30 am-6:30 pm





-Sports Plus, Lake Grove





-� HYPERLINK "http://www.autismfair.com" ��www.autismfair.com�       for more information























Go to the Office of Disability Services and speak with office personnel to be sure the schools you are considering have the assistive technology you need. 


For example:


Kurzweil


Dragon Naturally Speaking


JAWS


Zoomtext


Text books on CD or tape











Christina has recently traveled to various school districts on Long Island including Garden City,  Locust Valley, Port Washington, Westhampton, Islip and Longwood giving parent workshops on the Transition to Post-Secondary Education for students with IEPs and 504 Plans.  She has also presented for Eastern Suffolk BOCES, the International Dyslexia Association, and the Sylvan Learning Center.


Christina’s next speaking engagement will be hosted by the Connetquot school district on  May 9, 2006.  


For information on upcoming workshops please call (631) 244-5727 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�.


CCB Educational Consulting Corp. 


works 1-1 with students and their families to:








Evaluate current disability documentation to plan for college 





Create a portfolio of colleges that meet a student’s needs





Secure accommodations for use in college





Provide self-advocacy training to help students use their college accommodations





And more…





(631) 244-5727


� HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�





                    




















Useful Links


VESID (Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals for Disabilities):  � HYPERLINK "http://www.vesid.nysed.gov" ��www.vesid.nysed.gov�





Eastern Suffolk BOCES:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.esboces.org" ��www.esboces.org�





Nassau BOCES: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nassauboces.org" ��www.nassauboces.org�





Educational Testing Service:           � HYPERLINK "http://www.ets.org" ��www.ets.org�





Financial Aid &


Scholarships:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fastweb.com" ��www.fastweb.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fafsa.ed.gov" ��www.fafsa.ed.gov�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fin.aid.com" ��www.fin.aid.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.scholarships.com" ��www.scholarships.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.salliemae.com" ��www.salliemae.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.collegeboard.com" ��www.collegeboard.com�












































“This iPod pilot program is an exciting new component of Duke's


strategic plan, which seeks to use information


technology in innovative ways within the classroom


and across the campus.”
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