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Did you know that for some students with a disability a reduced courseload may be an appropriate accommodation in college?


It can be an extremely helpful accommodation, but it is not without some caveats.  


Here’s an example…for a student with a learning disability who has a measurably slower pace of reading and comprehension, the  reading load of 15 college credits can present an inordinate amount of work.  A reduced courseload  accommodation allows the student to take less than 15 credits but still be considered a full-time student.


Procedures for obtaining a reduced courseload   usually include;


1) Submitting a request to the Office of Disability Services with supporting documentation. A diagnostic evaluation from an appropriate professional that is recent enough to evaluate the current impact of the disability is needed.


2) The impact of the disability and the demands of the student’s current or proposed schedule are evaluated.


An important caveat:  When a student is approved for a reduced courseload there are potential consequences including slowing progress towards graduation, changes in financial aid, billing, and housing status. 


Colleges must alert appropriate offices on campus to confirm that these students are to be considered as full time and entitled to all of the services, benefits, rights and privileges of full time status.


Be aware:                   Based on the billing adjustments and reduced credit load the student's federal financial aid will likely be adjusted. 


When visiting a college’s campus it is always advised to visit the Office of Disability Services.  This is a good time to ask if the college offers a reduced courseload for the appropriate student with the appropriate documentation. 


DAIS' public library at http://www.daisweb.com/node/37� � 
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Does the Future Hold a Change for the IEP Diploma? 








NY State is in the process of considering fundamental changes to the IEP diploma which is awarded to thousands of students with disabilities.  One option being discussed is changing the name from “diploma” to certificate in hopes of making it more clear to parents that such credentials are not a diploma, but rather a certificate of attendance.  





Too many students capable of earning regular academic diplomas appear to be getting IEP diplomas instead.  This can seriously limit opportunities in later life.  “The diplomas themselves aren’t worth anything to the kid who has skills, because colleges and employers don’t recognize them, “said Roger Tilles of Great Neck, Long Island’s representative to the state Board of Regents.  





In 2006, the latest year on record, 2 percent of graduates statewide received IEP diplomas. State education officials estimate that only 1 percent of graduates actually can advance no further, due to cognitive limitations.





The Board of Regents is scheduled to tackle the issue this fall.  State Education Commissioner Richard Mills has outlined possible options for the Regents to consider, including a name change, tighter restrictions on eligibility or replacement with an alternative credential. Regents caution the issue is sensitive, and may require considerable time to resolve.





Source:  State eyes special-education students' diplomas, John Hildebrand, August 4, 2008, Newsday 





SAT vs. ACT Update





The SAT College Board has recently changed one of its policies.  Previously it was only the ACT where students could choose which test scores colleges would see.  So, if, for example, you took the ACT 3 times and only wanted to send your best score you could do that without colleges seeing scores for the other two times you took the test.  The ACT will continue this practice and now, the SAT has changed their policy to reflect what the ACT does.  No more will the SAT score report sent to colleges include the scores the student received on every SAT taken.





Understanding Asperger Syndrome: A Professor's Guide��The Organization for Autism Research (OAR) released�Understanding Asperger Syndrome: A Professor's Guide, a 12-minute video�for use by college students with Asperger Syndrome as a tool to educate�their professors, teaching assistants, and others about the disorder.�The video is available now for viewing and download at no cost on OAR's Web site,�www.researchautism.org/resources/AspergerDVDSeries.asp .�








Happy Anniversary ADA!��


July 26, 2008 marked the 18th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)!


 








Christina will be offering a “transition to college” presentation at the following events:


Upcoming Workshops


October—Wantagh SEPTA       (date to be announced)


Oct. 21—Sayville/Connetquot College Fair


November 15--Center for Learning Differences                       (see below)


March 9--Locust Valley SEPTA


May 18th—Syosset SEPTA





To invite Christina to speak at your next SEPTA meeting, college fair, or superintendent’s conference day please call (631) 244-5727 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�.





Upcoming Events


The Center for Learning Differences will hold their 3rd annual “Life After High School Conference” on Nov. 15th in White Plains.  This will be a day long program featuring expert speakers and representatives from colleges with strong support services.  Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.centerforlearningdifferences.org" ��www.centerforlearningdifferences.org� for more information.  


                                                                     


The George Washington University Office of Disability Support Services is hosting an Autism Spectrum Symposium on Friday, October 10, 2008. The program brochure and registration form are available at �� HYPERLINK "http://gwired.gwu.edu/dss" ��http://gwired.gwu.edu/dss�








CCB Educational Consulting Corp.


works 1-1 


with students and their families to:








Evaluate disability documentation





Plan for college and SAT/ACT  accommodations





Create a portfolio of colleges that meet a student’s needs





Provide self-advocacy training





Prep for college interviews





Assist with college applications





 And more…





(631) 244-5727


� HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�





www.collegeboundsuccess.com
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Looking for a new way to gain first hand information on colleges?  Click on � HYPERLINK "http://www.collegemotion.com" ��collegemotion.com� and take a video virtual tour of 12 highly selective schools.  Watch testimonials from current college students and hear their experiences.  


It’s free, generated and run by students, and committed to having profiles of 50 schools by 2009.  


Personally, I find some of the interviews more helpful and intelligent than others, but overall the concept of the site is a good one.  
































SAVE THE TEST DATES!


SAT	


October 4, 2008 (Register by 9/9)





November 1, 2008       (Register by 9/26)





December 6, 2008 (Register by 11/5)  





ACT


September 13, 2008 (Register by 8/12)





October 25, 2008 (Register by 9/19)





December 13, 2008 (Register by 11/7)


       








































































































