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 Recent Headlines

New Smoking Policy 
   Towson University, MD will launch a policy next year banning smoking on the entire campus. 
 

Reference: NACAC intranet, www.nacacnet.org

	                                                   


	
	


Upcoming Event

Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation Conference
When: Sat. April 18, 2010
Morning and Afternoon Sessions

Where: Uniondale Marriott
Call (516) 222-5530 for more information or visit www.ccfa.org/chapters/longisland/
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Have you ever wondered what’s next for your child after high school? Will they head to college? Or the workplace? How will they find success? For any student, taking that next step is often a challenge. Add a disability into the mix and things can get very complicated. 





Life After High School: A Guide for Students with Disabilities and Their Families, is an outstanding resource for students with any type of disability, their families, and educators. Written by Susan Yellin and Christina Cacioppo Bertsch, the book uses real cases of students transitioning from 


high school to college and the workplace. 





Chapters focus on topics such as The Legal Landscape, documentation and Creating a Paper Trail, Standardized Testing, Selecting a College, Application Advice, It’s Off to Work We Go, Medical Management Without Mom, The Keys to Competence, and Money Matters. 





The book will be available through Amazon.com come August. You can also order through Jessica Kingsley Publishers at � HYPERLINK "http://www.jkp.com" �www.jkp.com�.
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The Realizing Educational and Career Hopes (REACH) program will begin in Fall 2010. This four-year inclusive program is designed to provide students with mild to moderate intellectual disabilities the opportunity to participate in the academic, residential, social and professional experiences offered by the college, with appropriate support for success. REACH students will participate in regular classes and a career development program and will receive a certificate upon program completion. See � HYPERLINK "http://blogs.cofc.edu/life/" �http://blogs.cofc.edu/life/� 





Thanks to a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, and support of private donors, Reading for the Blind and Dyslexic’s (RFB&D) individual membership is now free to those with proper documentation of a print disability.


Books on tape or CD are a wonderful tool for students K-12 and beyond who have a learning disability or visual impairment. At the college level, textbooks on CD are often an accommodation for a student with a disability. 


“This membership gives free access to the nation's largest audiobook library of textbooks and literature titles. The audiobooks are human-narrated with descriptions of images, tables and graphs.”


What a deal! 


For more information go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.rfbd.org" �http://www.rfbd.org�











Many students, parents, and teachers fret over whether or not a title should be included in the college essay. The question was recently posed on the National Association for College Admissions Counselors’ (NACAC) listserve. 





Responses poured in from college admissions representatives across the country. Most colleges said it doesn’t make a difference, in regard to acceptance, whether an essay is titled or not. 





In addition, admissions reps shared some wisdom on the subject--if you include a title don’t make it too cute; make sure the title doesn’t mislead the reader regarding the content of your essay; and if the application instructions indicate a title is required then include one.








Reference:


NACAC intranet, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nacacnet.org" �www.nacacnet.org�














Honoring                    Helen Keller





In the Statuary Hall of the U.S. Capitol there is now a bronze sculpture of Helen Keller at age 7. This statue is the only one in the Hall depicting a child as well as a person with disabilities. 


Keller was a world famous activist in the early 1900s, despite being blind and deaf. The statue shows her at the moment she began to understand language, when her  





teacher held one of Helen’s hands under water while spelling "water” into Keller’s other hand.


Reference: One Impressive Kid Gets Her Statue at Capitol, Washington Post, October 8, 2009.





Fake Facebook Groups


Entering college freshmen beware! There have been reports of individuals, via cyberspace, posing as college admissions representatives and university personnel. These people invite accepted students to join a Facebook group for entering students just like themselves. Unfortunately, unassuming students join without knowing this group is not sponsored by the college and that they risk having their personal information sold to third party entities.


If you receive an invitation to a college’s Facebook group it’s a good idea to call the admissions office to double check whether or not this invitation is legit. 

















Christina travels all over the tri-state area offering parent and student workshops on the Transition to Post-Secondary Education for students with IEPs and 504 Plans.  


Upcoming speaking engagements will be held for the East Islip School District’s SEPTA on Feb. 24th and for the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation on April 18th. All are welcome! 


For more information on upcoming workshops or to invite Christina to speak for your group please call (631) 244-5727 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:education.consultant@hotmail.com" ��education.consultant@hotmail.com�.





CCB Educational Consulting Corp. 


works 1-1 


with students and their families to:





Plan for college and SAT/ACT  accommodations





Create a portfolio of colleges that meet a student’s needs





Evaluate  disability documentation





Provide self-advocacy training





Prep for college interviews





Assist with college applications and essays





And more…








                    


























SAVE THE TEST DATES!





SAT	


March 13, 2010     (Register by 2/10)





May 1, 2010         (Register by 3/31)





June 5, 2010     (Register by 5/5)








ACT


April 10, 2010                 (Register by 3/5)





June 12, 2010      (Register by 5/7)
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It’s Financial Aid Season





Clueless about financial aid? No worries, you are not alone. Some helpful links include:





The FAFSA Worksheet � HYPERLINK "http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/worksheet" \t "_blank" �www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/worksheet� 


 


The FAFSA PDF at � HYPERLINK "http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/" \t "_blank" �www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov� 


 


Completing the FAFSA at � HYPERLINK "http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/completefafsa" \t "_blank" �www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/completefafsa�





A video previewing the FAFSA process at � HYPERLINK "http://www.edgovblogs.org/duncan/2010/01/tips-for-completing-the-fafsa/" \t "_blank" �http://www.edgovblogs.org/duncan/2010/01/tips-for-completing-the-fafsa/�


 


“Federal Student Aid at a Glance” and “Steps to Federal Student Aid” at � HYPERLINK "http://www.federalstudentaid.ed.gov/pubs" \t "_blank" �www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov/pubs� 


 


The Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID 








Reference:


NACAC intranet, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nacacnet.org" �www.nacacnet.org�







































































Christina and Susan are currently scheduling speaking engagements and book signings. Please call (631) 244-5727 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:lifeafterhs@gmail.com" �lifeafterhs@gmail.com� if you’d like to host.











Stay tuned…Life After High School book website coming soon! 



































